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Katori Shinto-rya: Warrior Tradition

Few of Japan’s ancient warrior traditions have survived the five-and-a-half centuries
since their heyday. Tenshinsho-den Katori Shinto-ryi is the oldest extant classical
Japanese martial art and one of the few that has maintained a comprehensive
technical curriculum as well as studies in military strategy and prognostication. This
book, by the tradition’s only master teacher, is a detailed illustrated introduction to
the sword techniques, strategy, and esoteric studies of the Katori Shinté-rya, Japan’s
most famous sword school.

% Comprehensive introduction to Tenshinsho-den Katori Shinté-ryt, the martial
art of the legendary Donn E. Draeger
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» Only book currently in print authorized by headmaster lizasa Yasusada
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Covers both the physical and esoteric aspects of training in this nearly 600 year
old tradition

Written by Otake Risuke Shihan, master teacher of the tradition

859 all-new photographs; 34 illustrations
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Rewritten, expanded, reorganized and completely retranslated 1-volume edition
based on the rare 3-volume 7he Deity & the Sword
Complete text in both Japanese and English
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About the Author

Otake Risuke Minamoto no Takeyuki is presently the only authorized master teacher
(shihan) of the Tenshinsho-den Katori Shinté-ryt. Born in 1926 in Daei, Chiba
Prefecture, he began training in Katori Shintd-ryt under Hayashi Yazaemon
Shihan in 1942. When Katori Shintd-rya was designated an Intangible Cultural
Asset in 1960, he was named as one of the official Guardians of the ryt, and was
concurrently awarded gokui kaiden, the highest level license in Shinté-rya, and
was appointed to be the shihan of the tradition. He opened his Shinbukan Dajo
in Narita, Chiba Prefecture, in 1964, and has been responsible for training the
current generation of Katori Shinté-ryt, practitioners, including the late Donn
Draeger and current shidosha Phil Relnick. He has also worked to increase the
public’s understanding of the classical martial arts and the Tenshinsho-den Katori
Shintd-rya through countless domestic and overseas demonstrations, television
appearances, magazine articles, and choreography for television and films.

Endorsements

“The widest and certainly the most authoritative glimpse into the inner workings, the
mechanics, and animating spirit of the classical martial arts of Japan.”

Dave Lowry, author of n the Dojo

“Koryu Books has done the martial arts world yet another great service by
rejuvenating this quintessential publication about the granddaddy of all Japanese
martial arts—the Katori Shint6-ryt—and making the teachings accessible to us
all. A classic book about a classical tradition; written by the master and

reproduced masterfully.”
Alex Bennett, editor Kendo World

“This is a loving, respectful and updated version of what has become a classic treasure
for any student of the history of the classical martial arts and ways of Japan.”
Wayne Muromoto, editor Furyu



